HB 407 -- OFFENDER TREATMENT PROGRAMS
CO SPONSORS:  Smith (118), Hanpton, Ward, Bl ack, Bearden

COW TTEE ACTION: Voted "do pass by consent” by the Conmttee on
Corrections and State Institutions by a vote of 14 to O.

This bill adds al cohol treatnent prograns to the |ong-term
subst ance abuse treatnent prograns to which offenders may be
sentenced in lieu of incarceration. The term of sentences for
of fenders admtted in these prograns wll be at |east 12 nonths
and no nore than 24 nonths.

The bill further requires prior notification by the D vision of
Probation and Parole to the sentencing court of an offender’s
conpl etion of a substance abuse program At that point, the
court will determ ne whether the offender should be placed on
probation or have his or her sentence executed.

The bill also allows courts to place offenders with the
Departnent of Corrections in the departnent’s 120-day program
When the departnent has determ ned that an of fender has
successfully conpleted a program the offender will be rel eased
on probation.

If the departnent determ nes that an of fender has not been
successful in the 120-day program the departnment will notify the
sentencing court, and the court nust determne the future of the
offender. In the case of sex offenders, only the court may nake
the determ nation regarding probation. The court is authorized
to request information and recomendati ons fromthe departnent
regardi ng the potential of sex offenders to reoffend when
determ ni ng probation

The participation and conpletion of a 120-day programw || not be
considered tinme served in determning the length of an offender’s
sent ence.

FI SCAL NOTE: Estinated Net Savings to General Revenue Fund of
$908, 197 in FY 2004, $2,155,169 in FY 2005, and $2,494,252 in FY
2006.

PROPONENTS: Supporters say that currently the departnent has no
|l ong-termtreatnent program The bill allows the Departnent of
Corrections to nmake the determ nations and place offenders in
appropriate drug and al cohol treatnent prograns. There have al so
been problens with offenders being placed in 120-day shock
treatment programs. In certain cases, at the end of the program
the court has not responded to the departnent’s request for

di sposition of sentence and the offender remains with the



departnment to serve the entire sentence, thereby wasting
treatment and needed bed space. The bill would nmake the courts
nore responsive to these cases where offenders have been pl aced
in shock treatnent.

Testifying for the bill were Representative Smth (118);
Departnent of Corrections; and M ssouri Catholic Conference.

OPPONENTS: There was no opposition voiced to the conmttee.
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